INTKOBUCTION
bureaucratic machine, long the cynosure of all Civil
Services, was beginning to creak; but things were out of
gear. There was plenty of sympathy from abroad; and
continuous powerful racial and religious proselytism in
India itself. The second and even more exhausting World
War followed; and the Indians would have been more
than human had they not profited by such a heaven-sent
opportunity.
England played a friendly and honest though restrained
part, not perhaps always appreciated, towards the In-
dependence movement. In 1935 Ministerial self-govern-
ment was accorded to eleven provinces of British India;
and in 1942 a Cabinet Mission under Sir Stafford Cripps
offered India the long-promised Dominion status, which
for different reasons was refused both by Hindus and
Moslems. At last, in 1947, complete independence was
accorded; and three new .states were set up: Pakistan,
mainly Moslem, in the North; India (Hindustan), mainly
Hindu, in the rest of the peninsula; and Burma in the
Kast. The two first of these remain within the Common-
wealth** Some of the Princely States acceded to the new
republics. By this voluntary resignation of power, for
which history has no precedent, a population of 200 million
Hindus, 100 million Moslems and Sikhs, 50 million De-
pressed Classes and 80 million inhabitants of the 600
Princely States, speaking a do^en different languages, were
handed over to their own complete control The world
awaits the result,
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